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President’s Message

I

Prof. UL Opara
President, PASAE AfroAgEng
PASAE Newsletter

am very delighted
to present to you
this 1st Newsletter of
AfroAgEng – the Pan African
Society for Agricultural
Engineering. The formation
of AfroAgEng started in
2012 when participants
at the CIGR International
Technical Symposium held
at Stellenbosch University
deliberated, and unanimously
agreed, on the urgent need
for a pan African network
of engineers to lead the
application of engineering
principles and technology
for the transformation of
agriculture in Africa.

Since then, AfroAgEng has
become fully established with
membership from all regions
of the Continent. With the
hard work and dedication of
the Executive Council and
members, AfroAgEng has
pursued several activities
including a membership drive.
The management of the
Secretariat is made possible
through an MoU with the
South African Institute of
Agricultural Engineers (SAIAE),
and we thank the President
and Council of SAIAE for this
co-operation and support
which has enabled us to successfully get the Society off the
ground and on strong footing.
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The Society held its 1st International Conference in March
2018 in Nairobi, hosted by the
Kenyan national body of agricultural engineers and we are
grateful to them for leading in
this way in promoting the discipline and profession in Africa.
The next International Conference (AfroAgEng Rabat 2019)
will be held in Morocco in
collaboration with the national
body of agricultural engineers
and under the auspices of CIGR
– the International Commission
of Agricultural & Biosystems
Engineering. We invite all
members to register and attend,
and also to circulate the news
through the various networks.
December 2018
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We are currently collaborating
with SAIAE through a project
with the UK Royal Academy
of Engineering and supported
by the UK Grand Challenge
Research Fund to grow and
promote agricultural engineering in Africa. This project
will support our networking
activities in Africa and with our
colleagues from the UK on how
to secure and sustain AfroAgEng into the future as the apex
organisation for the discipline
and practice of agricultural
engineering in Africa. We thank
our UK partners, especially
the Institution of Agricultural
Engineers (IAgrE) and Harper
Adams University, for working
with us collaboratively on
this important initiative.
The Inaugural Executive
Council meeting of AfroAgEng
was held on 23 March 2018,
preceding the 1st International

Conference held in Nairobi.
Issues discussed during this
meeting included review the
conference programme by the
organising committee, membership drive, and the project on
growing agricultural engineering in Africa. Council endorsed
and support the conference
activities, approved AfroAgEng
membership forms, and deliberated the implementation of the
GCRF project. We will report
on the achievements of the
project in the next Newsletter.
To all agricultural engineers and
everyone with interest on the
important role of engineering in
transforming African agriculture and the economy at large,
I invite you to join AfroAgEng
and to share the news through
your networks. It is now clear
among policy makers, development practitioners and academicians that the attainment of

the Africa We Want cannot be
realised without a radical transformation of African agriculture
into a formidable and effective
instrument for socio-economic
development, especially poverty
eradication. From increasing
productivity and total production to reducing losses and
poverty, and ensuring sustainable production and consumption, agricultural engineering
has a critical role to play.
Africa needs a strong voice to
promote, lead and influence
the development and practice
of agricultural engineering and
related disciplines to achieve
the ambitious goals of sustainable agricultural and rural
transformation. AfroAgEng is
well positioned to fulfil this
noble and crucial role, and it
is OUR duty and responsibility to make this happen, and
sustained into the future.

Finally, I thank the inaugural
members of AfroAgEng, our
Administrator and the Executive Council, for making the
dream of a Pan African Society
for Agricultural Engineering
become a reality. Our job has
just started; together we can
do more to make AfroAgEng
a formidable entity for the
education, research and practice
of agricultural engineering in
Africa. This way we can play
our part in shaping the agriculture and Africa we want and
also contribute to the global
community of professionals.
Welcome to AfroAgEng!
Long Live AfroAgEng!!
Distinguished Professor
Umezuruike Linus Opara
President,
PASAE AfroAgEng

SAIAE Leading AfroAgEng Project
By: Prof Jeff Smithers
in Stellenbosch in 2016 with
little other activity. The aim of
the PASAE is, broadly speaking,
to promote and advance the
profession of Agricultural
Engineering in Africa.

T

he Royal Academy of
Engineers (RAENG)
in the UK, in partnership
with the Global Challenges
Research Fund (GCRF),
put out a call in 2017 for
proposals under their GCRF
Africa Catalyst programme.
The aim of GCRF Africa
Catalyst programme is to
strengthen professional
engineering bodies in subSaharan Africa so that they
can effectively promote
the profession, share best
practice and increase local
engineering capacity, to
help drive development.
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SAIAE members, Professors
Jeff Smithers and Linus Opara,
responded to the call, with
approval of the President and
Council SAIAE, with a proposal
titled “Planning for the growth
of Agricultural Engineering
in Africa by supporting the
establishment of AfroAgEng”.
AfroAgEng is a synonym for the
Pan African Society for Agricultural Engineers (PASAE), which
was launched in 2012 with an
Interim Council for the PASAE
established at a CIGR conference held in Stellenbosch, and
a draft constitution approved
at an ASABE conference held

The proposal to RAENG was
successful with a one year
project approved, starting
in January 2018. SAIAE are
leading the SAIAE-RAENG
AfroAgEng project team in
partnership with the PASAE,
the Institute of Agricultural
Engineering (IAgrE) in the
UK (Alastair Taylor – CEO of
IAgrE) and Harper Adams University in the UK (Ed Mashatise
and Jonathan Cooper), with
Boeboe Neethling providing the
administrative support for the
project team. The main aims of
the project are to facilitate the
inaugural council meeting for
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PASAE (competed on 23 March
2018 in Nairobi), establish a
secretariat, administrative procedures and financial controls
for AfroAgEng (largely completed) and to develop a strategy to
strengthen the development of
AfroAgEng and to grow Agricultural Engineering in Africa.
A session was set aside at the
SAIAE symposium to workshop
the strategy and international
speakers were invited to give
overviews on the status,
challenges, opportunities and
strategies to grow Agricultural
Engineering and this will cover
UK-European perspectives and
from East, West, North and
South African perspectives.
See article on Page 6 for more
details on the workshop.
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1st PASAE Conference - Nairobi, Kenya – March 2018
By: Mrs. Boeboe Neethling

T

he 1st PASAE
conference was hosted
by the Kenya Society for
Environmental, Biological
and Agricultural Engineers

(KeSEBAE) in Nairobi,
Kenya, from 25 – 29 March
2018. The theme of the
conference, attended by X
delegates from Y countries
was on “Engineering and

Technology for Agriculture
Transformation in Africa”
and 44 technical papers
were presented.

A full report on the conference
are available on the PASAE
website: www.pasae.org.za

Delegates at the 1st PASAE Annual Conference in Nairobi, Kenya

T

he objective of the
conference was to
provide a forum for the
private, public and academic
sector stakeholders to
meet and explore business
opportunities through
networking and exchanging
of experience and knowledge.
Some of the universities that
played a key role included,
the Technical university of
Kenya (TUK), the University

of Nairobi (UoN), the Department of Environmental and
Biosystems Engineering, the
Department of Food Science
and Technology, the Kenyatta
University, and the Jomo
Kenyatta University of Agricultural Technology (JKUAT).
Government ministries that
gave their support to the
conference included, the
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation, the Ministry of Energy,

the Ministry of Water and
Sanitation and the Ministry
of Environment and Forestry.

and members of Agricultural
Engineering professions
from across the continent.

World Agro Forestry Centre
(ICRAF), Log Associates
limited, Aquarius Media
- Kenya and Tertiary Consultants were among the local
organizations who offered their
support to the conference.
The conference also received
considerable support from
the individual participants

Delegates visited the Mwea
Irrigation scheme and Mr.
Innocent Ariemba, the Scheme
Manager took delegates on
a tour through the scheme.
Delegates got to see the
construction site of Thiba Dam,
Nyamindi water intake, Rice
fields and Mwea Rice Mill.

PASAE would like to thank the Kenya Society of Environmental, Biological and Agricultural Engineers (KeSEBAE), and especially Prof. Gumbe, who was awarded the
AfroAgEng Merit Certificate for arranging and convening of the Conference.

PASAE would like to thank the Kenya Society of Environmental, Biological and Agricultural Engineers (KeSEBAE), and especially Prof. Gumbe, who was awarded the
AfroAgEng Merit Certificate for arranging and convening of the Conference.
PASAE Newsletter
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Announcement: 2nd PASAE Conference – Morocco – September 2019
The 5th Interregional Conference on CHALLENGES OF WATER MOBILIZATION AND SOIL CONSERVATION
with a focus on BETTER ADAPTING TO CLIMATE CHANGE
Will be held jointly with the
2nd Conference of the Pan African Society for Agricultural Engineering (PASAE - AfroAgEng) on
THE ROLE OF AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERING IN MEETING THE CHALLENGES OF GLOBAL FOOD SECURITY
will be held from 10 – 13 September 2019 in Rabat, Morocco.
Further information on the conference will be made available on the AfroAgEng website.

Meet the Council members of the Pan African Society for Agricultural
Engineering – AfroAgEng
By: Mrs. Boeboe Neethling
The Mission of AfroAgEng
is to promote and advance
the profession of agricultural
engineering in Africa. The
Society also seeks to become
a key knowledge partner and
visible policy advocate on
the role of engineering and
technology in the transformation and industrialization of
agriculture in Africa towards
Agenda 2063 and beyond
– the Africa We Want.

Prof. Umezuruike Linus Opara
(President)
Stellenbosch University
South Africa
Email: opara@sun.ac.za
Tel: +27 21 808 4046

Professor Umezuruike Linus
Opara is a Distinguished
Professor at Stellenbosch
University, South Africa, where
he also holds the DST-NRF
South African Research Chair
in Postharvest Technology.
His research activities focus
on innovative postharvest
technologies underpinned
by building Africa’s human
capacity. He is founding
editor-in-chief of the International Journal of Postharvest
Technology and Innovation,
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President of Pan African Society
for Agricultural Engineering,
In-coming President of the
International Commission of
Agricultural and Biosystems
Engineering, Member of the
Academy of Science of South
Africa, and Fellow of the South
African Institution of Agricultural Engineers. His numerous
honours include the IMPRESSA
Award for “excellence in
research & building Africa’s
human resources capacity”, and
Laureate of the African Union
Kwame Nkrumah Continental
Prize for Earth and Life Science.

of Southern Queensland in
Australia and holds a part time
position at JG Afrika Engineering & Environmental Consultants. He has a wide range of
research interests which include
engineering hydrology, soil and
water conservation engineering,
agro-hydrological simulation
model development and application, mechanization planning
and energy utilization in agricultural production systems.
He is a registered professional
engineer with the Engineering
Council of South Africa, a
Fellow member of the South
African Institute of Agricultural
Engineers (SAIAE), serves on
the SAIAE Council, and is
a member of the American
Society of Agricultural and Biological Engineers. He is also the
incoming director of the Centre
for Water Resources Research
(CWRR) at the University of
KwaZulu-Natal in South Africa.

Prof. Jeff Smithers

(Secretary General)

University of KwaZulu-Natal
South Africa
Email: smithers@ukzn.ac.za
Mobile: +27 33 260 5490

Professor Jeff Smithers was
awarded his PhD, MSc Engineering and BSc Engineering
(Agric) degrees from the University of Natal in South Africa.
He is currently Professor of
Agricultural Engineering at the
University of KwaZulu-Natal
in South Africa, is an Adjunct
Professor at the University

Prof. Babatunde A. Adewumi
Federal University of Agriculture
Abeokuta, Nigeria
Email:
adewumiba@unab.edu.ng
babatunde-adewumi@yahoo.com
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Professor Babatunde Adewumi,
holding degrees in Agricultural
Engineering specialize in AgroFood Process Engineering. He
had his post-Doctoral research
in Advance Food Engineering in
the United Nation University
(UNU), Tokyo at the UNU
station (Central Food Technological Research Institute)
in Mysore, India. He is the
Director at the Centre for
Entrepreneurial Studies and
a member of the Senate of
FUNAAB. He is the Chairman
of the Food and Agriculture
Committee of NSE at National
level; a member of executive of
Abeokuta and Chief Examiner
for Professional examination
of NSE Branch. Prof. Adewumi
is a Fellow of the Nigerian
Society of Engineers (FNSE)
and Nigerian Institution of
Agricultural Engineers (FNIAE);
and member of the American
Society of Agricultural and
Biological Engineering,
Association of Food Scientists
and Technologists, India and
the Nigerian Institute of Food
Science and Technology. He
is a member of The Competitiveness Institute (TCI), and
founding member of the Pan
African Competitiveness Forum
(PACF), PACF-ECOWAS and
PACF-Nigeria. He has published
more than 100 academic publications in reputable journals,
peer reviewed conference
proceedings, books, technical
reports etc. He has developed
over 30 agro-food processing
machines and original inventions; and an aerodynamic
model for determining the
dimensions of grain classifier
and particle dynamics studies.
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Tropentag, Bonn, Germany.
Ahmed, M. (2007). Thermal
disinfestation of stored grain
using solar energy. VDI Verlag,
Düsseldorf, Germany.

Dr Mahasin H.M.A. Ahmed
University of Khartoum
Khartoum, Sudan
Email: shwok@yahoo.com
Mobile: +24 992 609 4211

Dr Mahasin Ahmed was
awarded her MSc Engineering,
BSc Engineering (Agric)
degrees from the University
of Khartoum in Sudan. Her
PhD (Agric), was awarded by
the Georg–August University,
in Gottingen, Germany. She
is an Assistant Professor, at
the Faculty of Agriculture,
University of Khartoum, Sudan.
Publications by
Dr Ahmed include,
Ahmed, M. and Lücke,
W. (2005). Solar Thermal
Disinfestation of Grain.
Landtechnik 4: 206–207.
Ahmed, M.; von Hörsten,
D. and Lücke, W. (2006).
Thermal disinfestation of
stored grain using solar energy.

Prof. Geoffrey C. Mremaed
Sokoine University of Agriculture
Morogoro, Tanzania
Email: geoffm-

rema@suanet.ac.tz
Mobile:
+255 754 322036

+255 714 622916
Professor Geoffrey Mrema is
a Tanzanian citizen currently
working as Professor of
Agricultural Engineering at
the Sokoine University of
Agriculture in Morogoro,
Tanzania. He retired from the
FAO in April 2011 where he had
been working as the Director
of the Rural Infrastructure
and Agro-industries Division
at its headquarters in Rome,

Italy from 2001-2011 with two
years [2005-06] serving as the
FAO Representative in Eastern
and Southern Africa based in
Harare, Zimbabwe. Prior to
joining FAO in 2001 he had
served as the first Executive
Secretary & CEO of ASARECA
[1995-2001]; Inaugural Dean
of the Faculty of Agriculture
at the University of Botswana
[1987-95]; Associate Dean
and Head of Department of
Agricultural Engineering at the
University of Dar Es Salaam
and the Sokoine University of
Agriculture [1973-87] where
he started his professional
career in 1973. He has served
as a short-term consultant
for different international
agencies as well as on Boards
of Trustees of ISNAR and IITA.
He co-chaired the Expert Panel
which developed the Science
Agenda for Agriculture in Africa
which was approved by the
Malabo AU Summit in July
2014. He was lead author of a
report on Sustainable Agricultural Mechanization Strategy
[SAMS] for the Asia Pacific
Region approved by a high-level
expert panel convened by
FAO and CSAM in Bangkok,
Thailand in June 2014 and
during 2016/18 he has been a
senior adviser to FAO and AUC
on developing a framework for
Sustainable Agricultural Mechanization in Africa [SAMA].

Professionally he is a mechanical/agricultural engineer with
BSc/MSc/PhD qualifications.
The need for a Pan African
network of agricultural
engineers and other professionals to promote and
advance the development
and practice of engineering
in agriculture and related
industries in Africa is
long overdue. AfroAgEng
has been formed to fulfil
this important role.
Please contact Mrs Boeboe
Neethling – Administrator – PASAE, should you
require any information.

Mrs Boeboe Neethling
Administrator - PASAE
Email:
administrator@pasae.org.za
Mobile: +072-928-3628

PASAE Champions and Membership drive
By: Mrs. Boeboe Neethling

A

gricultural productivity
in Africa remains the
lowest in the world, but
recent concerns about food
insecurity, rising food prices
and unsustainable resource
depletion have spurred
world-wide interest about
the role of African agriculture
in feeding Africa and the
world. Most of the world’s
uncultivated agricultural land
is in Africa, yet the capacity
to harness this resource
remains limited due partly
to very low application of
innovative technologies
which contribute to improved
and sustainable food
productivity. Postharvest loss

PASAE Newsletter

remains high in Africa due
to inadequate infrastructure,
limited agro-processing
and other value addition
activities, and the lack
of favourable policies.

development and practice
of engineering in agriculture
and related industries in
Africa has been realized and
AfroAgEng has been formed
to fulfil this important role!

These challenges present unique
opportunities for Agricultural
and Bio-systems Engineers in
Africa and around the world to
form a critical mass of educators, researchers and industries
to create the required leadership
to drive the change needed to
transform African agriculture.
The need for a Pan African
network of agricultural engineers and other professionals
to promote and advance the

AfroAgEng aims to stimulate,
promote and shape the
education, research, policy
and practice of Agricultural
and Biosystems Engineering
in Africa, and is a network
of professionals in academia,
research, industry and policy, as
well as companies and private
individuals with interest in the
application of engineering principles in agriculture, food and
related land-based industries.
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At the heart of the campaign,
promoting African Agricultural
Engineering and supporting the
important role the Pan African
Society for Agricultural Engineering (AfroAgEng) is playing,
and who are recognised experts
in the Agricultural field, AfroAgEng acknowledges the following champions in the different
regions and extends a huge
thank you to all our CHAMPIONS. Your passion, dedication
and the important roles played
by each of you, in promoting
the development of the discipline and advancement of the
profession are well recognised.
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West Africa

Prof. BA Adewumi
Federal University of Agriculture
Abeokuta, Nigeria
Email:

adewumiba@unab.edu.ng

babatunde-adewumi@yahoo.com

Prof. M Faborode
Secretary General –
Committee / Association
of Vice Chancellors and
Pro Chancellors of the
Nigerian Universities
Email:

Prof. C Akinbile
Federal University of
Technology, Nigeria
Email:
cakinbile@yahoo.com

East Africa

Prof. N Banadda
Makerere University, Uganda
Email: banadda@caes.mak.ac.ug

North Africa

Prof. G Mrema
Sokoine University, Tanzania
Email: geoffmrema@gmail.com

Prof. El Houssine Bartali
Director
School of Agricultural
Engineering, Scientific Advisor /
International Consultant
IAV HASSAN II RABAT,
MOROCCO
Email: bartali.h@gmail.com

South Africa

Prof. Umezuruike Linus Opara
(President)
Stellenbosch University
South Africa
Email: opara@sun.ac.za

Dr Mahasin H.M.A. Ahmed
University of Khartoum, Sudan
Email: shwok@yahoo.com

Central Africa

Prof. Jeff Smithers

(Secretary General)

University of KwaZulu-Natal
South Africa
Email: smithers@ukzn.ac.za

Prof. BK Kayambo
Botswana University of Agriculture and National Resources
Email: bkayambo@gmail.com

M

embership of AfroAgEng is open to all professionals
interested in the discipline and practice of engineering
in agriculture, food, environment and related industries.
This includes scientists, academics, researchers, industry
practitioners (input suppliers, farmers, postharvest
operators, processors, and manufacturers), consultants,
policy experts and students. Formal qualification in
Agricultural Engineering or any other academic discipline is
not required and we welcome international membership.

PASAE Newsletter

Prof. E Bobobee
Kwame Nkrumah
University of Science and
Technology
Email:
Emmanuel.bobobee@gmail.com
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To join, please download and complete the application form
from www.pasae.org.za and submit to the Administrator –
Boeboe Neethling
Email:
administrator@pasae.org.za
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Welcoming of all new PASAE members and payment options
By: Mrs. Boeboe Neethling

T

he Pan-African Society for
Agricultural Engineering –
AfroAgEng, are delighted to welcome
the following members to the society
and express the hope, that by the
exchange of knowledge and by contact
with various persons in the field of
Agricultural Engineering, the profession
will be promoted and this noble cause
will raise awareness about the critical
role of engineering and technological
innovations in agriculture and related
bio-based industries in Africa.
PASAE are in the process registering with
SAGE pay, which is an Online Payment
Provider, with various payment solutions to
assist clients in streamlining their process.

Prof AF Alonge

Nigeria

Mr E Bwambale

Uganda

Prof L Gumbe

Kenya

Mr BK Kitum

Prof B Adewumi

Nigeria

Dr JJ Mpagalile

Tanzania

Kenya

Prof K Ileleji

USA

Ms A Nalweiso

Uganda

Prof D Maier

USA

Mr D Nsubuga

Uganda

Prof UL Opara

RSA

Prof CO Akinbile

Nigeria

Prof JC Smithers

RSA

Mrs F Ayaa

Uganda

Mr M Shiribwa

Nairobi

Dr J Kigozi

Uganda

Ms EA Fofie

Ghana

Prof B ElHoussine

Morocco

Prof EYH Bobobee

Ghana

Dr J Wanyama

Uganda

Prof CM Maende

Kenya

Dr N Kiggundu

Uganda

Mr KW Makudivh

Kenya

Dr P Tumutegyereize

Uganda

Mr J Omari

Kenya

Mr M Iwadra

Uganda

Mr AM Mwaniki

Kenya

Mr A Zziwa

Uganda

Mr KO Obungu

Kenya

Dr ISA Kabenge

Uganda
Uganda

Mr AR Oduor

Kenya

Dr RK Kambugu

Prof ZD Osunde

Nigeria

Dr Jonathan Cooper

Mr JI Serede

Kenya

Mr CA Ogbu

Dr P Mathabe

UK
Nigeria

RSA

Mr PG de Witt

RSA

Mr NK Mwonga

Kenya

Prof NE Banada

Uganda

Mr PE Manywanda

Kenya

Mr JH Grobler

Mr CK Musungu

Kenya

Mr OA Omotosho

Mr VA Yiga

Uganda

Dr M Lubwama

Uganda

Mr JA Spencer

RSA
Nigeria
RSA

PASAE workshop – September 2018
By: Prof. JC Smithers

A

s part of a Royal
Academy of Engineers
(UK) funded project,
undertaken by the South
African Institute of
Agricultural Engineers
(SAIAE) in partnership
with PASAE, Institute of
Agricultural Engineering
PASAE Newsletter

(IAgrE) in the UK and Harper
Adams University in the
UK, a successful workshop
chaired by Prof. Linus Opara,
(PASAE / CIGR President),
on “Growing Agricultural
Engineering in Africa” was
held on 18 September 2018
as a session at the SAIAE
symposium which ran from
17 – 19 September 2018.
Presentations were made by; (all presentations available to
download, contact Boeboe at
boeboe@saili.co.za)
»» Ms. Meredith Ettridge
– Senior Manager – International development from the
Royal Academy of Engineer-

ing, on the GCRF and the
role of RAENG in strengthening engineering in Africa.
»» Mr. Alastair Taylor - CEO
from the Institute of
Agricultural Engineering,
UK on the status, challenges
and growing agricultural
engineering: UK and
European perspective.
»» Prof. Geoffrey Mrema
from Sokoine University
in Tanzania on the status,
challenges, opportunities
and strategies to grow
agricultural engineering:
East-African perspective.
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»» Prof. Michael Faborode
– Secretary General –
Committee/Association of
Vice Chancellors and Pro
Chancellors of the Nigerian
Universities on the status,
challenges, opportunities
and strategies to grow
agricultural engineering:
West-African perspective.
»» Prof. El-Houssine Bartali –
Director – School of Agricultural Engineering, - Scientific
Advisor / International Consultant – IAV HASSAN II
RABAT, MOROCCO on the
status, challenges, opportunities and strategies to grow
agricultural engineering:
North-African perspective.
December 2018
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»» Prof. Jeff Smithers from
the University of KwaZulu-Natal on the status,
challenges, opportunities
and strategies to grow
agricultural engineering:
South-African perspective.
The presentations were followed by group discussions, (10
groups) on the questions below,

with each group reporting back.
In addition, individual responses
to the questions were also collated. The information collated
during the workshop is being
analyzed to develop a strategic
plan to grow Agricultural Engineering in Africa.

Questions discussed by the groups;
»» What are the opportunities
of growing Agricultural
Engineering in Africa?
»» What are the challenges
to growing Agricultural
Engineering in Africa?
»» What are the barriers to
overcome these challenges?

»» What prioritized
strategies should be
undertaken to grow and
strengthen Agricultural
Engineering in Africa?
»» What additional activities
should PASAE / AfroAgEng
undertake to grow, service
and support members?

SOUTH AFRICAN INSTITUTE OF AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS
HONOURS MEMBERS WITH THE SAIAE GOLD MEDAL
By: Mr. FB Reinders

A

t the Gala Dinner of
the SAIAE Symposium
and Biennial CPD Event from
17 – 20 September 2018, Prof
Jeff Smithers were awarded
with the SAIAE Gold medal.
The SAIAE GOLD medal is
awarded to an individual
who renders an exceptional
service to SAIAE and
Agricultural Engineering.

Prof. Jeff Smithers completed
his BSc Agricultural Engineering degree at the University
of Natal in 1982. That was
followed with an MSc in
Engineering at UKZN in 1984
with the thesis “A computer
control system to optimise
tractive efficiency” In 1999
he completed his PhD in
Engineering at UKZN with the
thesis Title: “Development and
evaluation of techniques for the
estimation of short duration
design rainfall in South Africa”
He served as President of the
SAIAE from 2009 to 2010 and
has served on the Council
member for more than 20
years. He is also serving as the
Secretary General for PASAE.
He is a Registered Professional
Engineer with the Engineering
Council of South Africa and
served on the ECSA Profession-
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al Accreditation Committee
for Agricultural Engineering.
As President of the SAIAE, he
demonstrated leadership and
gave focused direction. He
made significant contributions
to the functioning and leadership of the SAIAE to grow
the profession of Agricultural
Engineering in South Africa.
He believes that being a leading
member of a professional body
such as the SAIAE, contributes
both to the Community at
large and public image of the
university, while at the same
time ensuring Professional
support for the graduates. He
has been involved in significant
outreach activities related to
the SAIAE, whose mandate is
“to promote the profession,
to develop the science and
technology of Agricultural
Engineering, to promote and
encourage research and training
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in Agricultural Engineering,
to promote the distribution of
knowledge, information and
ideas and the protection and
promotion of the interests of
the members of the Agricultural
Engineering profession”.
Apart from providing excellent
guidance with the SAIAE’s Students and tertiary training portfolio, he was also instrumental
in compiling all the Agricultural
engineering standards that are
available on the SAIAE Website.
Through these visionary and
leading inputs, Jeff played a
pivotal role in promoting and
serving SAIAE into an organization that we are all proud of.
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Social media
Mr. Denis Nsubuga are currently the driving force behind PASAE’s Facebook page. Please contact him regarding any news taking place in your area!
Email: dnsubuga5@gmail.com

M

r. Denis Nsubuga is
currently the District
Agricultural Engineer for
Buvuma District of the
Government of Uganda
where he is responsible for
promoting all agricultural
engineering technologies
in the district. Before his
appoint in April 2018, Denis
was a research assistant
in the Department of
Agricultural and Bio-systems
engineering, Makerere
University. He also currently
perusing his Masters of
Science Degree in Agricultural
Engineering in Makerere
University. As a research

assistant, Denis actively
participated in design and
fabrication of a multi-purpose
farm vehicle that can be used
for ploughing, maize shelling,
water pumping, rural
transport and phone charging.
As a district agricultural
engineer, he has promoted
irrigation technologies to
farmers in the Island areas
of Buvuma in Uganda.

the PASAE brand, thereby
attracting new members
and creating awareness of
Agricultural Engineering in
Africa. A professional service
provider has subsequently

been appointed to work
closely with Council in
developing a website and
marketing material that
speaks to the needs of
the modern Agricultural

currently working on improving the shelling operation of the
multi-purpose farm vehicle.
https://web.facebook.
com/AfroAgEng/ - visit
our page following the
link and join today!

Denis is currently working
the design and construction of
2 irrigation schemes 40 acres
each with the Ministry of
Water and Environment of the
Government of Uganda. He

Website update

I

t has been recognized
that PASAE’s website
and marketing material
requires modernization,
with the intention of
refreshing the image of
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Engineer, also integrating
all relevant social media
platforms. Planned roll out
of the updated website and
marketing material is planned
for the first half of 2019.

December 2018

